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SVRWF Meetings are held at the Blue Pheasant Restaurant 
22100 Stevens Creek Blvd., Cupertino, CA 95124 

 

Our next luncheon meeting is Thursday, April 1st. 
Social 11:30 AM., Lunch 12:00 PM, Cost $20.00 

Call Barbara Ferguson (408) 739-0795 for reservations before noon Monday prior to meeting. 
 “A reservation made is a reservation paid!” 

 
Menu Choices:  Broiled Salmon - Fresh king salmon broiled to perfection & 

topped with fresh dill sauce OR Sicilian Chicken - breast of chicken marinated in 

extra virgin olive oil, garlic & herbs, broiled and topped w/ tomatoes & mushrooms 

 

 

Our guest speaker this month will be Steve Mullen, Chairman of the 

Santa Clara County Republican Party. 

Steve Mullen is married with 2 daughters, both of whom attend Cal Poly. Steve has been 
actively involved in Republican politics for many years.  As a retired financial services 
professional, Steve has the time – and more important, the talent – to devote to a resurgent 
Republican organization in Silicon Valley. In 2005, Steve had been involved in his children’s 
school and decided to run for Palo Alto School Board. He ultimately lost, but came away with a 
passion and devotion to local politics. In 2006, Steve volunteered as treasurer for California 
Assembly Candidate, Virginia Chang Kiraly.  As Chairman of the Santa Clara County 
Republican Party, Steve focuses on recruiting and helping candidates for local office, raising 
money and voter registration.  

Come out and “talk republican” at our monthly meetings.   See you there! 

 

 

www.svrwf.org


SSSIIILLLIIICCCOOONNN   VVVAAALLLLLLEEEYYY   RRREEEPPPUUUBBBLLLIIICCCAAANNN   WWWOOOMMMEEENNN   FFFEEEDDDEEERRRAAATTTEEEDDD   NNNEEEWWWSSSLLLEEETTTTTTEEERRR 

 

 

–

–

–

 

 

 AAAPPPRRRIIILLL   222000111000   
 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE (03/21/10) 
 
Spring has arrived at least for the moment… and it is beautiful.  The mountains on my side of the valley are so 
green and lush… and the mustard is popping up all over the place.  Easter will be here soon and we can all 
focus on the wonder of this amazing time of year. 
 
I want to thank those who have gotten their “Count Your Blessings” forms and checks in already.  I really 
appreciate those who have gotten their 1047 (Count Your Blessings) returns in early and don’t wait for the April 
15th rush.  We have $260.00 in Blessings so far.  That is great and we really appreciate it! I hope you have fun 
filling out your 1047 form.  This is one “tax form” that should bring a smile to your face. 
 
Now for business… as I write this it looks like the Democrats will get enough votes to pass Obamacare.  It is 
truly amazing that the desires of the president trumped the will of the people.  WE CANNOT LET THIS 
STAND.  
 
We now have to work even harder towards change in November.  Please consider giving a few hours of your 
time to Voter Registration.  Shirley Harvey is in charge and she needs everyone is capable to come down to 
Valley Fair and help out.  We will be manning the table the 2nd Saturday of each month from now until 
November.  If we get enough volunteers it is only for 3 hour shifts 10-1 and 1-4.  Give Shirley a call and help 
get out the vote! 
 
I also believe that there will be a Tea Party event in downtown San Jose on April 15 th.  If you are so inclined 
please show up.  The bigger the crowd is and the more creative the signs are, the more impact it will have. You 
can go to www.TeaPartyExpress.org for more information.  We have to let our representatives know how we 
feel… even if they haven’t listened to us so far.  The more people who are out in the open about how they feel 
the better chance we have to bring the party of Lincoln back into power in Congress on November 4 th. 
 
 
Laura Riffle 
President, SVRWF 
 

 
 
UPCOMMING EVENTS 
 
April 1        General Meeting Blue Pheasant Restaurant, Cupertino 
   11:30 gathering 12:00 meeting.   
 

Speaker:  Steve Mullen, Chairman of the Santa Clara County Republican Party 
   Cookies: Ellen Longworth 
 
April 4      Easter Sunday 
                                                                                                                             
April 8     Board Meeting Laura’s Office 2095 Park Ave. San Jose, 95126 
 
April 20-21  Advocacy Workshop, Hyatt Hotel Sacramento 
 

www.TeaPartyExpress.org
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MEMBER NEWS 
 
ACTION ALERT:  Please consider giving a few hours of your time to Voter Registration.  Shirley Harvey is 
in charge and she needs everyone is capable to come down to Valley Fair and help out.  We will be manning 
the table the 2nd Saturday of each month from now until November.  If we get enough volunteers it is only 
for 3 hour shifts 10-1 and 1-4.  Give Shirley a call and help get out the vote! 
 
 
LEGISLATION 
California Update from CRWF and other sources 
 
CFRW Proposition Voter Guide:  Tuesday, June 8 th, is the Primary Election for California. On the ballot there 
are five statewide initiatives, two of which could drastically change how we vote and are represented. The California 
Federation of Republican Women recommends the following voting guide for members of CFRW and “no-nonsense” 
California voters.   
 

Prop 13: Limits on Property Tax Assessment. Seismic Retrofitting of Existing Buildings. Legislative Constitutional 
Amendment: CFRW recommends a YES vote.  Prop 13 would protect home and business owners from new taxes if 
they decide to seismically retrofit their property. If a property assessment was made AFTER the retrofitting was done 
on an existing structure, the value of the new retrofit on the property would not be taxable. This proposition would 
protect taxpayers from sneaky property taxes. 
 
Prop 14: Primary Election Process Reform. Greater Participation in Elections: CFRW recommends a NO vote.  Don’t 
let the title of this proposition fool you. Greater participation, unlikely. Less representation, definitely. This proposition 
is on the ballot because of a backdoor budget vote trade, and Democrats and Republicans actually agree, this is not a 
good idea. This would create a “top two” primary election and prohibits Central Committee and party nomination for 
candidates. It is entirely possibly that in a general election, two Democrats could be running against each other, or two 
Republicans. There is no real evidence that constituents will be more likely to vote in a primary election without the 
party restrictions. 
 
Prop 15: California Fair Elections Act. CFRW recommends a NO vote.  Another cleverly disguised title. Prop 15 
would create publicly funded races for the Secretary of State’s office for the 2014 and 2018 election cycles. What is 
scary about this initiative is that it repeals the 1978 Political Reform Act that prohibits candidates from receiving 
public moneys for seeking elective office. Instead the Secretary of State will collect money transferred from a “Fair 
Elections Fund” to the Fair Political Practices Committee for the purposes of funding this act. The Legislature could 
vote to extend this act to all statewide offices at anytime. Money to fund this act would be collected by imposing a tax 
on all CA lobbyists, expanding their filing fee from about $25 to $700. 
 
Prop 16: Imposes New Two-Thirds Voter Approval Requirement for Local Public Electricity Providers. Initiative 
Constitutional Amendment. CFRW recommends a YES vote.  This proposition requires that there be a public vote if 
the local electricity providers are to change. PG&E are the big supporters for this bill, but the California Republican 
Party also supports the initiative. 
 
Prop 17: Allows Auto Insurance Companies to Base Their Prices in Part on a Driver's History of Insurance Coverage. 
Initiative Statute. CFRW recommends a YES vote.  Another proposition that the California Republican Party has also 
recommended a support position. Prop 17 allows good drivers with continuous coverage to keep their discounted 
insurance rate if they choose to switch insurance companies. This will simply create more options for the consumer. 
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Assembly Bill 32 - California Version of Cap & Trade:  Karen Klinger, SRWF Education Chair sends the following 
information on AB 32 from Eric Eisenhammer , who is with the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association. Mr. 
Eisenhammer writes: Assemblyman Logue first brought the issue of AB 32's harmful effects to everyone's attention in 
his first bill upon taking office (AB 118) where he proposed an AB 32 repeal. AB 32, a California-only version of cap 
and trade, was passed in 2006 and its stated purpose is to stop global warming. AB 32 forces dramatic reductions in 
California’s carbon emissions by giving the California Air Resources Board near dictatorial power to regulate carbon. 
In effect, AB 32 gives CARB the right to tell us what to eat, what to drive and where to live. Proposals have already 
been put forward by CARB to ban black cars and jail people for not inflating their tires. Economists estimate AB 32 
will cost California over 1 million jobs, cost the average small business $50,000, cost the average family nearly $4000, 
and impose $180 billion in new taxes.  For more information and ways to get involved, visit www.SuspendAB32.org  
– ND CRWF Legislative Alert, 3/23/10 
 
 
National Update from NRWF and other sources 
 
"House Democrats last night passed President Obama's federal takeover of the U.S. health-care system, and the ticker 
tape media parade is already underway. So this hour of liberal political victory is a good time to adapt the 'Pottery 
Barn' rule that Colin Powell once invoked on Iraq: You break it, you own it. This week's votes don't end our health-
care debates. By making medical care a subsidiary of Washington, they guarantee such debates will never end. And by 
ramming the vote through Congress on a narrow partisan majority, and against so much popular opposition, Democrats 
have taken responsibility for what comes next -- to insurance premiums, government spending, doctor shortages and 
the quality of care. They are now the rulers of American medicine. ... While the passage of Obamacare marks a liberal 
triumph, its impact will play out over many years. We fought this bill so vigorously because we have studied 
government health care in other countries, and the results include much higher taxes, slower economic growth and 
worse medical care. As for the politics, the first verdict arrives in November." --The Wall Street Journal 
 
The Senate passed a $17.6 billion "jobs" bill Wednesday, the first in a series of such bills, and Barack Obama signed it 
on Thursday. The legislation includes highway funding as well as a payroll tax break for small businesses. Eleven 
Republicans voted for the bill: Lamar Alexander (TN), Christopher Bond (MO), Scott Brown (MA), Richard Burr 
(NC), Thad Cochran (MS), Susan Collins (ME), James Inhofe (OK), George LeMieux (FL), Lisa Murkowski (AK), 
Olympia Snowe (ME) and George Voinovich (OH). Last week, the Senate passed a separate $150 billion package, 
which included business tax breaks and extended unemployment and other benefits.  – Patriot Post Digest · March 19, 
2010.  "We have entered a political wonderland, where the rules are whatever Democrats say they are.  Mrs. Pelosi and 
the White House are resorting to these abuses because their bill is so unpopular that a majority even of their own party 
doesn't want to vote for it." -WSJ article entitled, "Slaughter House Rules" on March 16, 2010 as noted in Legislative 
News from NFRW  3/17/10. 
 
The NFRW salutes Rep. Marsha Blackburn (R-TN) for representing the voice of women all over the United States 
at President Obama's Health Care Summit last week.  She spoke strongly about the importance of empowering 
the individual to make health care decisions in order to fix many of the problems facing the American health care 
system.   She also presented some of the solutions Republicans have offered for cost containment through purchasing 
insurance across state lines which would lower costs and give individuals more options.    Rep. Blackburn said, "What 
we're saying is we don't need more government in health care. We need to free people up and let them get outside of 
this and make decisions that are going to be best for their families."  Contact Rep. Marsha Blackburn (R-TN)  and 
thank her for being an important voice for women.  Contact Information: Rep. Marsha Blackburn 217 Cannon House 
Office Building Washington, D.C. 20515 T (202) 225-2811 F (202) 225-3004  – NFRW, Legislative News for the Week 
of March 1, 2010 
 
 
 
 
 

www.SuspendAB32.org


SSSIIILLLIIICCCOOONNN   VVVAAALLLLLLEEEYYY   RRREEEPPPUUUBBBLLLIIICCCAAANNN   WWWOOOMMMEEENNN   FFFEEEDDDEEERRRAAATTTEEEDDD   NNNEEEWWWSSSLLLEEETTTTTTEEERRR 

 

 

–

–

–

 

 

 AAAPPPRRRIIILLL   222000111000   
 
Other 
 
Republican Beliefs** - The Republican Party is guided by these principles as it develops solutions to the challenges 
facing America.  Why are you a Republican?  Make your voice heard.  
 

– We're fortunate to live in America:  The Republican Party believes that the United States has been blessed 

with a unique set of individual rights and freedoms available to all. 
– You can be what you are, and become what you are capable of becoming:  The Republican Party is 

inspired by the power and ingenuity of the individual to succeed through hard work, family support and self-

discipline. 
– Helping those around you is worthwhile:  The Republican Party believes in the value of voluntary giving 

and community support over taxation and forced redistribution.  
– Small government is a better government for the people:  The Republican Party, like our nation's founders, 

believes that government must be limited so that it never becomes powerful enough to infringe on the rights 
of individuals. 

– You know what to do with your money better than government:  The Republican Party supports low taxes 
because individuals know best how to make their own economic and charitable choices.  

– Free markets keep people free:  The Republican Party is supportive of logical business regulations that 
encourage entrepreneurs to start more businesses  so more individuals can enjoy the satisfaction and fruits of 
self-made success. 

– Our Armed Forces defend and protect our democracy:  The Republican Party is committed to preserving 
our national strength while working to extend peace, freedom and human rights throughout the world. 

 
Source: ** http://www.gop.com/index.php/learn/what_we_believe/  

 

"The abuse of federal political power to intervene in areas such as Americans' private health care could exist only in a 

nation that no longer holds its leaders accountable to its constitution and that has governmental leadership that regards 

itself as above its people and its constitution. Sadly, I was listening to an interview the other day in which President 

Barack Obama described the U.S. Constitution as 'an imperfect document ... a document that reflects some deep flaws 

... (and) an enormous blind spot.' He also said, 'The Framers had that same blind spot.' In so doing, the president 

established a rationale and justification for disregarding the Constitution. Even worse, he placed himself above the 

Constitution and those 'blind Framers,' who just couldn't see the big picture as he does today. After all, he's the 

constitutional scholar, and the Framers were just, well, the creators of the document!" --columnist Chuck Norris 

 
Sarah Palin Near TV Deal (THR):  Exclu: Sarah Palin is close to a deal for her travelogue reality show. Sources say 
Discovery Communications has edged out rival A&E Networks in the bidding for the project, titled "Sarah Palin's 
Alaska." An agreement could be announced in the next few days. It's still undecided which network in the Discovery 
suite would air "Alaska," which is being produced by Mark Burnett Productions. Although travelogues are on brand 
for the Discovery flagship, having Palin as a centerpiece also makes the show a fit for mom-friendly TLC. Clearly 
nature docs are still viable for the company -- Discovery's latest effort in genre, the miniseries "Life," just debuted to 
11.8 million viewers on Sunday night. In her numerous TV appearances across a variety of programs, Palin has 
likewise proven she can draw an audience. Yet her show won't come cheap. The former governor's asking price was 
$1.2 million per episode. A network paying anywhere close to that figure would make "Alaska" one of the most 
expensive nature series ever produced. The high-definition program will be shot in a style similar to "Life" and "Planet 
Earth" and will feature Palin acting as a guide to the Alaskan outdoors. When it was commissioned by the BBC at a 
cost of $25 million, the 11-part "Planet Earth" was considered the most expensive documentary the network had ever 
made. Discovery Communications had no comment – The Hollywood Reporter, 3/22/10  
 

With the passage of the legislation allowing the federal government to take control of the medical care system of the 

United States, a major turning point has been reached in the dismantling of the values and institutions of America. -- 
Thomas Sowell 

http://www.gop.com/index.php/learn/what_we_believe/


www.svrwf.org
www.cfrwnd.org 
www.cfrw.org
www.nfrw.org
www.bayareagop.com
www.gop.com
www.cagop.org
www.yourgob.org
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GOLFLAND ®  
FAMILY FUN CENTERS 
Sunnyvale – 855 E. El Camino Real  
(408) 245-1322 
San Jose – 976 Blossom Hill Road    
(408) 225-1533 
Milpitas – I-680 @ Jacklin Road   
(408) 263-4330 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The Silicon Valley Republican Women Federated thanks 
the following sponsors for helping defray the costs of 
publication and distribution of this newsletter.  Copy 
reproduction has been provided by the sponsor and does 
not constitute endorsement of any product, service or 
candidate by NFRW, CFRW, Northern Division, or this 
Federated Club.   
 
To place an ad of sponsorship in this newsletter, email 
newsletter@svrwf.org for details. 
 
 

 
Support Our Sponsors 

 

 

 

 

 

About the NFRW:  Founded in 1938, the 

NFRW has thousands of active members in local clubs across 

the nation and in several U.S. territories, making it one of the 

largest women’s political organizations in the country. The 

grassroots organization recruits and elects Republican 

candidates, advocates the Party’s philosophy and initiatives, 

and empowers women in the political process. For more 

information about the NFRW, visit www.nfrw.org. 
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